Creating Small, Animated Houses
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There’s no place like home. For centuries, the idea of home has been a source of inspiration for numerous artists. The most basic definition for ‘house’ is that of a building in which people live.  But, isn’t it more than that? The landscape around the structure can sometimes feel as much as home as being inside it. Whether you live in an apartment in the city, or in a house in the suburbs, a house by the beach or a farm in the countryside, your home can be more than just a shelter. It can be a reflection of yourself, created from your own imagination. The Chinese Western Han Dynasty (206 B.C.-25 A.D.) were so connected to their houses, that they created tomb offerings that were clay models of their temples and houses, including the animals and furnishings that were in

them. It was their way of taking a piece of their everyday life with them in the afterlife. In this lesson, high school students will learn to create houses out of clay and use the walls to illustrate the world in which their house exists.
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Instructions:

Concept Begin by drawing the style of house you would want to live in. What will be the shape of the front and back wall and what will be the shape of the side wall? What does the rooftop look like? How many windows does the house have? Does the house have one or two doors? Is the house in the city, the countryside or by the ocean? Are the people or animals that live in it there or are they gone for now?

Think of where your house exists, and then draw a setting that can include plants, cars, sky, the moon, the sun, other houses or buildings, airplanes, etc. The setting can even be the inside of the house. There are no limitations for the setting.  Think with humor and go beyond traditional ideas. Remember to think about working all around the house, continuing the image past the edges of each wall onto the adjoining walls.
	House ideas – shape, location
	What will the base of your house look like?
	What textures and designs will you add to your house?


Templates — from the drawings, draw the shape of the front wall and one of the side walls on a piece of poster board (cardstock or newspaper), as if they were going to construct the house out of poster board (cardstock or newspaper). Houses should be no more than 8 inches tall or wide.  Once your designs are approved, cut the shapes for your design, flip them over and trace the cut shapes on top of the remaining poster board to get the shapes for the back and second sidewall. Cut those new shapes. Draw each side of the rooftop (or the shape, if it sits flat on the top of the house) on what is left of the poster board and cut them out.

